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Construction begins on $1.1 million total  
renovation of Randallstown Library Branch
Submitted by Joshua Akinyemi 

Baltimore County Executive Kevin 
Kamenetz and Baltimore County Public 
Library Director Paula Miller celebrat-
ed the start of major renovations of the 
Randallstown Library Branch with Bal-
timore County councilman for District 
4 Julian E. Jones, Jr. and two Maryland 
State Member of House Delegates for 
District 10 Jay Jalisi, M.D. and Benja-
min T. Brooks, Sr. and local business and 
community leaders on February 6 2017. 
They shared details of the $1.1 million 
project to completely renovate this pop-
ular library branch with an interior re-
design and technology upgrades by this 
summer. 

“Library today are more than just 
about books, it’s about the use of tech-
nology and also the opportunity to use 
community space to collaborate, We’ve 
also invested half a million dollars this 
year to purchase e-readers and chrome 
books to allow patrons to borrow the 
technology for use at home and our goal 
is to kind of let Barnes and noble meets 
the apple store and reach the broadest 
constituency at all ages,” said Baltimore 
County Executive Kevin Kamenetz. “The 
renovated branch will include a larg-
er meeting room; better childrens area; 
enclosed teens space; bigger collection 
of print and audio visual library mate-

rials; three study rooms; a quiet reading 
room; self-service checkout stations; a 
digital media displays and also nice new 
restroom with spacious and comfortable 
new sittings, always a good thing this is 
the home away from home.”

“Baltimore county library has 19 li-
braries throughout the county and the 
one that has the top users far exceeds the 
usage of any other branches is Randall-
stown. Users are at our computers 50,000 
hours every year, just using that tech-
nology so it’s very critical to them,” said 
BCPL director Paula Miller. “The CoLab 

will be a combination of sort of a mak-
er space, a gadget garage for introduc-
ing new technologies, a learning space 
for training and personal development, 
and collaboration space for community, 
students and residents who are working 
innovative project,” “Beyond books and 
electronic resources, this renovation will 
enable us to provide experiences and us-
er-friendly spaces that make a positive 
difference in the lives of our customers.”

Baltimore County Executive Kevin Kamenetz, Councilman Julian Jones, Delegate Ben 
Brooks, Delegate Jay Jalisi, Director of Baltimore County Public  Libraries Paula Miller.

Woodlawn Youth 
Baseball League

The Woodlawn Baseball Program  
welcomes back this year’s  

Commissioner James Morant and  
Assistant Commissioner  

Doreen Garrett.

Registration will be on Tuesdays & 
Thursdays 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm and 

Saturdays 10:00 am to 12:00 pm  
at the Woodlawn Community Center

2120 Gwynn Oak Ave.
Baltimore, MD 21207

For information contact:
Woodlawn Community Center 

410-887-1357
James Morant - 410-908-1270

Doreen Garrett - 443-790-2731

Woodlawn Youth Baseball League 
Opening Day will be Saturday,  

April 22, 2017

LIBRARY 
Continued on page 8



Page 2  The Woodlawn Villager March 2017

IF YOU WANT MEDIA  
COVERAGE, CONTACT US!
“You Write It, We’ll Report It”

If you have a great story about you or someone you know who has done or 
is doing something positive and helpful to people in the community, send 
us a BRIEF (200 words or less) write-up and attach a few photos. E-mail it 
to woodlawnvillager@gmail.com
All stories submitted will be given consideration, and the publisher 
will decide which stories will be selected to be included in the monthly 
Woodlawn Villager.
The Woodlawn Villager wants to write Positive Community Stories 
and Events that occur throughout our community.  The Woodlawn 
Villager wants you to know things about and things that happen in our 
community that may never make it to mainstream media.
The Woodlawn Villager invites you to help us by sending in your 
stories, photos, announcements, etc.  If you live, work, learn, play, or 
pray in Woodlawn or a surrounding community; if you ever did; or 
if you can make a connection; we want to hear from you. E-mail it to 
woodlawnvillager@gmail.com

FREELANCE WRITERS
If you’re a freelance writer and looking to do some writing,  

contact the Woodlawn Villager Community Newspaper. 
Email us at woodlawnvillager@gmail.com

Your New Publisher & Editor
My name is Vincent Fuller I, my family and I have been residents of 
the Woodlawn Community since 1992.  As a retired educator and 
coach, I have a passion for our young people and plan to use the 
Woodlawn Villager to continue to inspire our young generation to be 
the best they can be.  I invite you to help with this endeavor.  Share the 
great and good things happening with our young people to the  
Woodlawn Villager by sending in your stories, photos, announce-
ments, etc. The Woodlawn Villager wants to report about things 
happening in our community (Baltimore County, Baltimore City and 
surrounding counties) that may never make it to mainstream media.
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De Jackson
On Family  

and Careers

Donations are always welcomed and appreciated. 
All donors are recognized in our monthly publication.

The Woodlawn Villager, P.O. Box 47671, Baltimore, MD 21244
443-226-1173 • woodlawnvillager@gmail.com

Jobs, Joy and  
All That Jazz

Hello again family.  Did you know 
that March is National Career Develop-
ment Month?  Most of you know that my 
PURPOSE is career development and 
coaching.  So yes, I am more than ex-
cited. Some of my past workshops were 
called March Madness because I tried to 
get as much career related information 
out to the masses as possible.  I want to 
share a little bit with you about one of 
my upcoming workshops.  The theme of 
the 2017 Maryland Career Development 
Association conference is “Bringing Joy 
into the Workplace:  

You might think that’s an odd topic, 
but I ask, “Are you happy at work?” I 
would probably get a lot of grunts, head-
shaking and looks like I must be crazy.  I 
think having any type of a job or career, 
can always have some positives. It first 
begins with what you decide to bring to 
work. So, what’s in your joy bag?

Do you bring with you a sense of com-
mitment, honesty, good strong values 
and a personality that people seek out? 
Are you willing to give a smile or a nod 
to others?  And by the way, feeling hap-
py can become contagious. Think about 
someone at work that you admire. You’re 
usually glad to see them; always willing 
to listen to them and value their opinion.  
In other words, they are just a joy to be 
around.  Can people say that about you?

In my 40+ years of working, I can look 

back and think about all the people that 
I admired and can still to this day reflect 
on all the memories of what they taught 
me, how and why.  Each of them of 
course served their own individual pur-
pose in my life, but because of their “joy”, 
my life became so much richer.  And I 
hope in turn, I embraced their spirit and 
then tried to pass it on to others. 

Joy means different things to different 
people.  I’m not saying you should laugh 
all day, tell jokes or even act silly.  But, 
add some light moments into your work-
day.  I had a former Deputy Commis-
sioner of Human Resources, who told 
me if he walked into an area and never 
heard people laughing, that he would be 
very concerned.  

Sometimes you might just have to be 
the person who keeps your team inspired 
to do well or better.  And we all know 
that family someone, who you can go to 
and just feel so much better after a few 
minutes of conversation. They always 
know just what to say and what to do and 
the world is just a better place because of 
them. So, I encourage you even in these 
troubled times, carry some joy with you 
in your travels. Look up some fun quotes 
or inspirational stories and hopefully 
bring joy into your workplace.  Until next 
time family, always believe there is a bet-
ter day coming. Spread that joy!!

Seasonal Comfort  
Heating & Cooling LLC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
Gas Furnaces • Oil Burners • Heat Pumps
Hydronics • Steam Systems • A/C Systems

MARK JONES
OWNER/TECHNICIAN
(Cell) 410 - 608 - HEAT
(Office) 443 - 316 - 8796

2133 Gwynn Oak Avenue
Suite 101

Baltimore, Maryland 21207
mseasonalcomfort@gmail.com



March 2017 The Woodlawn Villager Page 3 

The Ricardo Report
By Chad Ricardo

**Mo. charges excl. taxes & Sprint Surcharges [incl. USF charge of up to 16.7% (varies quarterly), up to $2.50 Admin. & 40¢ Reg. /line/mo.) & fees by area (approx. 5–20%)]. Surcharges are not taxes. See sprint.com/taxesandfees. 

Limited time o� er. Activ. Fee: Up to $30/line. Credit approval req. Unlimited Freedom Plan: Incl. unlimited domestic Long Distance calling, texting & data with mobile optimized video, gaming & music streaming & 5GB of high-speed Mobile Hotspot, VPN & P2P data. 
After the 5GB, MHS, VPN & P2P usage limited to 2G speeds. Third-party content/downloads are add’l. charge. Sel. int’l. svc. incl. see sprint.com/globalroaming. Plan not avail. for tablets/MBB devices. Avail. on discounted phones for add’l. $25/mo./line. Quality of Svc. 
(QoS): Customers who use more than 23GB of data during a billing cycle will be deprioritized during times & places where the Sprint network is constrained. See sprint.com/networkmanagement for details. Usage Limitations: To improve data experience for the 
majority of users, throughput may be limited, varied or reduced on the network. Sprint may terminate svc. if o� -network roaming usage in a mo. exceeds: (1) 800 min. or a majority of min.; or (2) 100MB or a majority of KB. Prohibited network use rules apply—see 
sprint.com/termsandconditions. $5 SDP Discount: Select SDP only. Receive a $5/mo./line discount for lines 1–10 on Unlimited Freedom Plan. Avail. for eligible company employees or org. members (ongoing verification). Discount subj. to change, avail. upon request & 
applies to mo. svc. for Unlimited Freedom Plan. No add’l. SDP discounts apply. Acct. must remain in good standing to receive svc. credits. Other Terms: O� ers/coverage not avail. everywhere or for all phones/networks. May not be combined with other o� ers. Restrictions 
apply. See store or sprint.com for details. © 2017 Sprint. All rights reserved. Sprint & logo are trademarks of Sprint. Other marks are the property of their respective owners.

Discount on Unlimited Freedom phone lines 1-10 applied w/i 3 invoices.

No more worrying about running out of data or 
surprise overage charges. Enjoy unlimited mobile 
optimized streaming videos, gaming and music. 
And, unlimited 4G LTE data for most everything else. 
Mobile optimized: video streams at up to 480p+ resolution, music at up to 500kbps, streaming 
gaming at up to 2mbps. Data deprioritization applies during times of congestion. 
All while on the Sprint Network. 

$5
with the Sprint Discount Program

For new and current Sprint customers

per line
each mo.

Save

Corporate ID: GFDRL_ZZZ
Call Sprint Sales:
Visit a local Sprint Store: sprint.com/storelocator

111 Market Place 125, Candler Building
Baltimore, MD 21202

 

Savings for
of

Phone: 410-238-7460

N175301

866-639-8354

http://sprint.co/2kmUS8k
the Federal Government.

employees

Prayers of a Mother. Development of a Star
In the January edition of the Wood-

lawn Villager, my colleague, Ajoya Long 
introduced us to stand out student ath-
lete, Nyjari McNeil, of Franklin High 
School. Though only a junior, Long re-
ported McNeil’s rather lengthy list of 
accomplishments, including breaking 
her meet and High School facility record 
with a time of 1:34.16 en route to win-
ning the 600m at the Bishop Loughlin 
games in Staten Island, New York, solidi-
fying her stance as one of the most gifted 
track stars in the nation.

Her extended resume is nothing short 
of spectacular. Nyjari is also Franklin 
High School’s all-time indoor record 
holder in the 400m, 500m, 600m, 800m, 
1000m and 1600m. And In relay compe-
titions, she and her teammates carry the 
same crown in the 4x400 and 4x800.

At the Baltimore County Indoor 
Championships, she won the 500m with 
a time of 1:16.36, which broke a 37-year 

old record, then returned to the track an 
hour later to win the 800m. At the local 
level, she presently holds all 4 Baltimore 
County records in her major indoor 
events including:

All-Time 500m
Championship Meet 500m
All-Time 800m
Championship Meet 800m
To prove her magnificence was not 

limited to the parameters of her imme-
diate area, Nyjari dominated the 3A Re-
gional Championships taking first in the 
500m, 800m and 4x400 relay. And most 
recently, at the 3A State Championships 
held at the PG County sports complex, 
McNeil crushed the competition, again 
taking the gold in the 500m, 800m and 
4x400, helping Franklin capture their 
2nd Indoor State Championship in 3 
years. 

She does it all while maintaining a 3.35 
GPA Nyjari is in pursuit of membership 

into the National Honors Society. If her 
performances on the track are at all in-
dicative to her efforts in the classroom, 
it won’t be long before she accomplishes 
that goal as well.

One does not have to be an expert in 
Track and Field to realize Nyjari McNeil 
is a special and gifted student athlete. It is 
easy to see where she is now and not dif-
ficult to imagine the heights to which she 
may one day soar. I was eager to know 
though where it all started and for those 
answers, I conducted a Q&A with Ny-
jari’s mother, Tonya McNeil.

The Beginning
Q: Where does Nyjari get her athlet-

icism? In addition to her work ethic, is 
she naturally pre-disposed?  Do you be-
lieve it’s in her genes

A: My husband is an athlete as well. He 
played baseball and football and has now 
picked up golf. I started running track for 

Ed Waters, then Poly and finally, Coppin. 
I hoped one day my kids would also run, 
and so I was super happy our daughters 
ended up track runners (like me) as op-
posed to football players.

Q: Did you always know Nyjari would 
be a track star? Was that easy to see as 
a child? At what point did you get the 
inclination she may be a gifted student 
athlete?

A: I knew she was something special 
when she was very young. She’s always 
been a very athletic and busy child. 
When she was 7 (before she was a mem-
ber of the team), I started coaching at 
Pikesville track club and she would run 
around the track talking to her friends 
while they practiced—often times beat-
ing them. We decided to trick her into 
running actual races.

RICARDO REPORT 
Continued on page 14
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Are You Ready for the Rapture!
In the first of his two New Testament 

letters to first century Christians living 
in the Greek city of Thessalonica, the 
Apostle Paul encourages his readers to 
resolve to live with a confident expecta-
tion for the Lord’s return. These believers 
obviously presented Paul with the ques-
tion, “When the Lord returns, what hap-
pens to the people who have died in the 
Lord?”  In chapter four, verses 13-18, He 

answers them. 
The world has conditioned us to see 

death as a dreaded monster, but for the 
Christian, death brings us immediate-
ly into the presence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ!  There is no soul sleep and no 
purgatory between the place of the dead 
and heaven.  When the Christian dies, he 
or she immediately is taken into the pres-
ence of Jesus!  

However, Paul is also telling us the ex-
citing news that Christians who are alive 
when Jesus appears from the clouds won’t 
have to die!  It is clear from Scripture that 
these early believers had come to believe 
in and hope for the reality of their Sav-
ior’s return.  Paul takes great pain in pre-
senting the details of this event so as to 
comfort their hearts (vs. 18).  

1 Thessalonians 4:16 says, “For the 
Lord Himself will descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of an archan-
gel, and with the trumpet of God. And the 
dead in Christ will rise first.”  

Years ago when my baby sister was 
around 4 or 5 years old, she was hit by a 
car as she was escorted across the street 
by an irresponsible teenager. Our friend 
got distracted and my little sister was hit 
and her tiny body was hurled into the air.  
Miraculously, she only had a few bruises.  

My point is this—Jesus doesn’t trust 
the escorting of believers to Heaven to 
anyone but Himself.  Paul says, “For the 
Lord Himself will descend from heav-
en…” 

Verse 16 continues telling us that Je-
sus is coming from heaven with a “shout, 
that is, with the voice of an archangel.”  

The voice of the archangel is that of 
none other than Michael who is the only 
archangel named in the Bible (Jude 9).   

Now verse 16 and 17 tell us that “the 
dead in Christ shall rise first” and “then we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.” 

The Bible tells us that the bodies of the 
dead in Christ will rise first…from the 
earth and ascend into heaven to meet 
with their spirits. Or it could be that God 
first recreates the bodies of those who 
have died, then “reinserts” into them the 
spirits of those who went to heaven and 
only then takes them back to heaven.  

Following this, Paul writes that believ-
ers who are alive at this time are caught 
up into heaven. Some call this event “the 
Rapture.”  

The term “rapture” comes from the 
Latin term meaning “caught up.” The rap-
ture, or catching up of believers, involves 

both those who have died and those who 
are living when the Lord comes.  

Also note that Paul tells his readers in 
verse 17 that the coming of Jesus Christ 
is in the air; in this event Jesus does not 
come back and touch down on the earth.  
There will be a later time when Christ 
actually returns to the earth (Zechariah 
14:4) but the event Paul is referring to in 
1st Thessalonians is when Jesus “snatch-
es away” His church to meet Him in the 
clo uds.  The Christian could be at work 
or at home and in the time it takes for 
the eye to twinkle, he or she is with the 
Lord.  Followers of Jesus might be at the 
supermarket or driving a car—the Trum-
pet sounds and they are with the Lord!  
One moment a Christian is on his sick 
bed experiencing excruciating pain and 
then the trumpet sounds and he or she is 
with the Lord!  

In verse 17, Paul writes, “thus we will 
always be with the Lord.”  We will always 
be with Him!  

There is one more point that Paul 
makes in verse 4:18: “Therefore com-
fort one another with these words.”  Paul 
doesn’t say “terrify one another with 
these words” because he is writing to 
Christians. 

The appearance of Christ in the clouds 
to rapture the church is to be an event 
that generates hope because it is at this 
time when Jesus is going to take His 
own out of this wicked world.  Paul says 
“comfort one another with these words.”  
The word “comfort” is the Greek word 
parakaleo, which means “to call near,” 
“comfort,” “entreat and pray.”  In other 
words, Paul is telling Christians, who 
live in light of the eminent return of Je-
sus Christ, to comfort and encourage 
each another.  We should be getting each 
another excited about His soon appear-
ance—He is coming soon! 

Thank you for reading Bible Points.  
If you are interested in listening to 

or reading more of the preaching and 
teaching of Pastor Chuck Brooks, visit 
our web page at www.mygraceway.org, 
our Facebook page (GraceWay Church 
Baltimore) or follow us @GraceWayB-
more on Twitter.

Bible Points
By Pastor Chuck Brooks, GraceWay Church

Your Alternative To The High Cost
of Markers & Monuments

Harrison Memorial Accessories, LLC

Headstones • Bronze Markers
Huge Memorial Monument Selections

Hours:  M-F 9-5  •  Sat 10-4

410-281-0003
2133 Gwynn Oak Avenue, Baltimore, Maryland

www.hmamemorials.com

3317 St. Luke’s Lane • Baltimore MD, 21207
410-944-1070 • epworthchapel@aol.com • www.epworthchapel.org 

Prepare to be uplifted by the preached word from our ministerial leaders:  
Rev. Dr. C. Anthony Hunt, Sr. Pastor; Rev. Isaiah Redd, Assistant Pastor

Sunday Worship Hour 9:30 am • Sunday School (for all young people) 10:00 am

Epworth United Methodist Chapel 
Epworth invites the community to attend these exciting upcoming events:

n	 The world renown Morgan State University Choir under the direction of Dr. Eric A. Conway will be 
in concert at Epworth Chapel on Sunday March 5th at 4:00PM. Ticket donation is $20; please call 
the church office for information. 410-944-1070  

n	 Friday Night Fire, a night of laughter featuring Howard G. (the “Kiss My Bumper Guy”) and 
introducing Owen Funderburke III; Friday, March 10th at 7:00PM. FREE admission. Come to the 
Fellowship Hall entrance on the church parking lot. 

n	 Fishes & Loaves Ministry will have its next community meal on Thursday, March 23rd, 5-7PM. Take 
home a bag of canned food! 
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Woodlawn Senior Center Calendar of Events for March 2017
Submitted by Maria Gray-Bowie

Decorating For Fun Class
Offered on Wednesdays – March 1 – 

29, 2017. Class will begin at 11:00 am. 
Offered at no cost.

Piano Class
Every Monday of the month- New 

classes to begin March 6, 2017. $25.00 
six week session- Beginners (11 a.m. - 
12 p.m.). Intermediate- 12:15 p.m.- 1:15 
p.m. Call center for details.

Painting For Fun: Acrylic Painting 
& More

Every Wednesday of the month- New 
class to begin on Wednesday, March 1, 
2017 at 1:45 p.m. Welcoming new per-
sons. Call center for more details.

Zumba Gold
Classes at Woodlawn six week ses-

sions- Wednesdays from 12 pm. – 1:00 
p.m. New classes begin Wednesday, 
March 1, 2017. Cost for class is $25.00.

Mobile Device Classes
Every Wednesday from 9:30 a.m.-

10:30 a.m.     Cost of class is $25 for six 
week session. New class begins on 
Wednesday, March 2, 2017 .

Sign Language
Every Friday from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 

a.m. – Cost of class is $25 for six week 
session. New classes to begin Friday, 
March 31, 2017.

 Crochet
Class is offered on Mondays from 1:45 

p. m. to 2:45 p.m. cost of class is $25 for 

six week sessions. Classes to begin in 
March. TBA

Brain-X-Ercise Classes:
Every other Tuesday at Woodlawn. 

Next sessions on Tuesdays, March 7h and 
21th, 2017 at 10:30 a.m. Fun and activities 
for the brain.

Special Events:
• Entertainment and Everybody’s 

Birthday Party -= Female singer and 
Celebration of January, February, and 
March Birthdays. Cost $6.00

• Women’s History Month Program: 
Theme: Sister Sister Who Am I?  Date: 
March 17, 2017 @ 12:00 p.m. Cost of 
event is $7.00

Travel: Trips for 2017
• MGM Casino : NEW, National Har-

bor, Md. Cost of trip is $30.00-Thurs-
day, March 9, 2017. Call center for 
more details.

• Tribute to B.B. King, Royal Manor, 
New Jersery-Tuesday, May 23 2017- 
Thursday, May 25, 2017. ( 3 days , 
2 nights). Trip cost- $420- Single, 
$320-double. $75.00 deposit required. 
Call Center for details.

• Cape Cod, MA.   September 11 -15, 
2017. 5 days/4 nights. Price for trip$ 
575.00. For information & reserva-
tions call Woodlawn Senior Center

Make WSC your  
“HOME AWAY FROM HOME”

Keller Williams Integrity 3290 N. Ridge Rd. Ste. 150 Ellicot City, MD 21043

David McDonald, Realtor
443 574 1600 Office
301 531 4039 Direct
301 778 0150 Direct Fax

DMcDonald@410Properties.com
www.410Properties.com

What’s Happening...
at the Woodlawn Senior Center 2120 Gwynn Oak Avenue, 

Woodlawn, Md. 21207

What did the Democrats 
learn from the Tea Party?

By Joni L. Reynolds

Barack Obama was elected pres-
ident in 2008 and he took office in 
2009. The Republicans were upset 
and out of anger and frustrations a 
group splintered from the traditional 
Republican party. That group became 
the Tea Party. They carried their flags 
wore their funny hats and constant-
ly protested. The Democrats initially 
dismissed them and the president 
even said they were a part of “silly sea-
son”. The Republicans thought they 
could control them, but the Tea Party 
had their own agenda, and they were 
willing to do anything to make it hap-
pen.

In 2010 they started support-
ing candidates that supported their 
mission and a lot of the traditional 
GOP stalwarts found themselves on 
the outside looking in. The Tea Par-
ty was against President Obama and 
anything he endorsed, touched or 

sanctioned they viewed as poison. As 
I watched them I could not believe 
they could sustain this level of zeal, 
but they did and they elected people 
to government who had a mission not 
just to shake up things, but to tear it 
up if necessary.

Their persistence ultimately gave us 
President Trump. Now we are start-
ing to see Trump dismiss disgruntled 
Democrats to his detriment. Presi-
dent Obama was elected twice, but he 
lost the House and the Senate and the 
Republicans and the Tea Party did all 
they could to hogtie his agenda. This 
is the kind of attitude that the Demo-
crats must adopt if they expect to start 
the change in 2018. They have to stay 
agitated, aggravated, and motivated. 
They are being called sore losers, but 
in loss one can learn how to win. The 
Democrats have to have the resolve of 
the Tea Party and the Democrats will 
rise again. Hopefully, in 2018.
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Trading Places Mentor Academy Inspires Baltimore Youth
By Ruth Young Tyler

Nadir Nasheed made a trade.
As a former inmate, Nasheed traded 

his old lifestyle and mindset to a new one 
– as director of operations at Trading 
Places Mentor Academy (TPMA). Na-
sheed has shared his testimony and life 
experiences to hundreds of at-risk youth 
in several schools and organizations in 
the region including, Catonsville Alter-
native, Randallstown High School and 
the Juvenile Justice Center. 

Nasheed delivered a message to 40 stu-
dents at Woodlawn High School during a 
speaker series on February 22nd. Nasheed 
shared the importance of academic ex-
cellence, staying focused, positive influ-
ences and having educational and career 
plans. Business leaders and associates of 
TPMA accompanied Nasheed to speak 
to the students and answer questions 
which included Zerita Ross of Ross In-
surance Agency, Chef Raymond Lee, 
owner of Truffle Butta Bisto and Kendall 
Harris who works for the Department of 
Corrections.

TPMA was inspired by Nasheed’s ex-

periences and the realization that he 
could do a lot more with his talents, skills 
and abilities. The author of eight curricu-
lums, of which were developed while he 
was incarcerated include topics, Beyond 
the Hood, Circle of Influence, Creative 
Thinking, Staying Focused, Seeking Out 
Mentors, Turning Your Vision into Reali-
ty, The Importance of Preparation, Hand-
ing Down the Struggle. Nasheed hopes 
the content will change the trajectory of 
wayward youth. “It’s not rocket science 
but, these are basic principles that will 
lead to their success,” said Nasheed.

Nasheed was born and raised in Wash-
ington, DC. He said because of a lack 
of a positive male role model in his life 
caused him to seek approval in “the 
streets.”  When he was 21 years old he 
was sentenced to 20 years and 8 months. 
He served 8 ½ years. He stayed out of 
the criminal justice system for 14 years 
and then returned to prison where he 
served another 24 months. He has since 
remained clear of correctional facilities.

Trading Places Mentor Academy pro-
vides an alternative for at-risk youth 
who are performing academically below 

grade level by partnering with other in-
dividuals for additional support. “The 
world is more competitive now and a 
high school diploma is not enough,” 
said Nasheed. He said many students 
are “pushed through high school” based 
upon data needed to show the school’s 
overall progress. “In my opinion it’s set-
ting the kids up for failure,” Nasheed said 
and TPMA provides them with alterna-
tive support.

Nasheed’s success as a father and a 
mentor is appreciated and applauded 
by his daughter, India N. Nasheed, 16, 
and in the 11th grade at Woodlawn High 
School. Currently, India is enrolled in 
honors classes and next year is on track 
to take (AP) advance placement courses. 
After graduation, her plan is to attend 
Temple University and study journalism. 
Nasheed is proud of his daughter’s com-
mitment to education and looks forward 
to her graduation.

“I went from being part of the problem 
and now am part of the solution,” said 
Nasheed.

Excellence  
Celebrated!
We want to hear about your  
shining star! Acknowledging  
the positive works of our  
youth is essential to the  
Woodlawn Villager. 
Please send us information  
on outstanding youth  
achievements. We welcome  
stories on academics, arts,  
athletics, etc. 

Send details to:
woodlawnvillager@gmail.com

Nadir Nasheed is director of operations 
of Trading Places Mentor Academy where 
he motivates, encourages at-risk youth at 
schools in the greater Baltimore region. His 
daughter, India Nasheed, 16, is a junior at 
Woodlawn High School and supports her 
father’s efforts as he inspires area youth.

Crusade Continues to Battle 
Cancer for Local Attorney

Bone marrow donors in the  
Black community can save a life
By Ruth Young Tyler

What started as a candid conversation 
between two women triggered a crusade 
to help Geneau Thames battle leukemia 
and search for a bone marrow donor. A 
local cosmetologist Kenya Vincent and 
Janice Gordon, Thame’s aunt, discussed 
Thames’ health status. 

Thames, 39, an attorney by profes-
sion was diagnosed with melanoma an 
acute form of leukemia during an annual 
physical and bloodwork on July 29, 2016, 
according to Thames’ husband, Trent. 
Thames and her husband have three chil-
dren ages 18, 11 and 8.

Thames’ oldest son became part of the 
registry in hopes of becoming a match 
for Geneau. However, because they have 
the same antibodies and it fought against 

Geneau Thames (right) was diagnosed 
with an acute form of leukemia in July 2016 
and is search of a bone marrow donor. Her 
husband, Trent, (left) of 15 years serves as 
her caregiver.

BONE MARROW 
Continued on page 12
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Exploring Census Records
By Angela Y. Walton-Raji

After laying the founda-
tion for family history re-
search by interviewing the 
elders and looking at the 
family’s artifacts and pho-
tos, it will be important to 
start to follow the family 
in the Federal Census. Be-
fore starting the process, 
it should be noted that 
the census data has been 
collected every ten years 
since 1790. The purpose 
has been to make a numer-
ical count of the population 
in order to determine the kind of repre-
sentation needed in Congress for each 
state and county. 

The first census was taken in 1790, and 
at that time, there were five basic catego-
ries made of the population:  the num-
ber of white males, over 16, white males 
under 16, white females, and all other 
free persons, and the number of people 
enslaved. Over the years, the categories 
and questions asked have changed, and 
the census includes all people, of all eth-
nic backgrounds. In addition much the 
of the data collected over the years re-
flect information about each household, 
including language, birthplace of parents 
and individuals and occupations.

Getting started
Actual data shared 

by individual citizens is 
shielded from the public 
for 72 years. This 72 year 
waiting period is primarily 
in place to protect the pri-
vacy of living people. This 
is sometimes called the 
“72 year rule”. But what 
does that mean for some-
one hoping to research 
their family? That means 
that the most recent census 
records available for gene-

alogy research, is the 1940 
census. Anyone who was living in the 
United States in 1940, or who is 77 years 
or older, will be reflected in the 1940 cen-
sus. But anyone born between 1940 and 
1950 will have to wait until the 1950 cen-
sus is opened, which will occur in 2022.

So—for the beginner, one will start 
with the 1940 census for an ancestor liv-
ing at that time. And from that point, the 
process will be to document the family 
back in time in 1930, 1920, 1910, and 
so on. The 1900 census is a very special 
year for many genealogists, because it 
asks several useful questions, such as the 
month and year of birth of each person 
in the household. And it also asks adult 

Angela Walton-Raji 

Roots & Branches  
of the Family Tree

FAMILY TREE  
Continued on page 9

Advertise your  
Summer Camp in the 
Woodlawn Villager

Discounts Available 
for All Summer Camp Advertisements

TO PLACE YOUR ADVERTISEMENT
Contact Vincent Fuller at woodlawnvillager@gmail.com 

or call 443-226-1173

Email your ad to woodlawnvillager@gmail.com by January 20th

Mail your check or money order, payable to “Woodlawn Villager” to:
Woodlawn Villager

P.O. Box 47671 Baltimore, Maryland 21244

A TouchPoint and Resource Space 
for Baltimore City Residents

Sponsored by BGE and Whiting-Turner 
By Ruth Young Tyler

A unified three-prong approach of col-
laboration, faith and trust created a work-
space for four non-profits in an effort to 
help Baltimore City residents. Corporate 
sponsors BGE and Whiting-Turner have 
partnered with nonprofits Thread, Balti-
more Corps, Center for Urban Families 
and Invested Impact to create TouchPoint 
Baltimore at Mondawmin, a space for col-
laboration among nonprofits, corporate 
partners and the community.  

The four nonprofit partners at Touch-
Point Baltimore at Mondawmin—Thread, 
Center for Urban Families, Baltimore 
Corps and Invested Impact—each have 
missions that complement each other and 

the TouchPoint mission. Services include 
mentoring, tutoring, workforce develop-
ment, life skills support, leadership devel-
opment and entrepreneurial support. 

The city has resurged nearly two years 
after the (April 27, 2015) civil unrest at 
Mondawmin Mall in Baltimore City. The 
goal is to encourage other corporations 
and nonprofits to implement this model 
in other communities for maximum im-
pact.  Bringing these nonprofits together 
with corporate partners in one location 
providing a unique opportunity support 
in a collaborative way.

Following the civil unrest in Balti-
more City, Calvin Butler, CEO of BGE 

(Left to right) Shawn Brown, Regional Sales Manager of Strong Tower Security, Calvin 
Butler, CEO of BGE, Kristin Jurkscheit, Place for Purpose Manager at Baltimore Corps and 
Rodney Foxworth, founder and CEO of Invested Impact attended the February 17th grand 
opening of TouchPoint, a collaborative workspace located at 2401Liberty Heights Avenue 
in Baltimore.

TOUCHPOINT 
Continued on page 8
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Woodlawn Villager  
Business Directory

Keller Williams Integrity 3290 N. Ridge Rd. Ste. 150 Ellicot City, MD 21043

David McDonald, Realtor
443 574 1600 Office
301 531 4039 Direct
301 778 0150 Direct Fax

DMcDonald@410Properties.com
www.410Properties.com

Seasonal Comfort  
Heating & Cooling LLC

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERICAL
Gas Furnaces • Oil Burners • Heat Pumps
Hydronics • Steam Systems • A/C Systems

MARK JONES
OWNER/TECHNICIAN
(Cell) 410 - 608 - HEAT
(Office) 443 - 316 - 8796

2133 Gwynn Oak Avenue
Suite 101

Baltimore, Maryland 21207
mseasonalcomfort@gmail.com

YOUR AD COULD  
BE HERE

Contact us for Details

443.226.1173
WoodlawnVillager@Gmail.com

8.Amber.ActiveRealty.BC.10176.JH.pdf   1   7/9/10   4:22 PM

STEVEN WADDY, real estate agent
Tel. (410) 298-0300   Cell: (443) 683-6286  Fax: (410) 972 0035-

2117 Gwynn Oak Avenue / Baltimore, Maryland / 21207
steven@activerealtycompany.com

FORECLOSURE  MANAGEMENT SPECIALIST|PROPERTY 

Woodlawn Villager 
Church Directory

Israel Baptist Church  
of Baltimore City
1200 N. Washington Street
Baltimore, Maryland 21213

Church Office: 410-732-3494

“But My GOD Shall Supply All Your 
Need According to his Richest In Glo-
ry by Christ Jesus” — Philippians 4:19

Sunday Worship: 7:30 am & 9:45
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 pm

Wednesday Worship: 12:00 pm (noon)
Thursday Bible Study: 12:00 pm (noon)

Friday Prayer Service: 7:00 pm
Reverend Dr. H. Walden Wilson II, 

Pastor

New Vision for Life 
Kingdom Builders

1724 Woodlawn Drive  Suite 2
Security Plaza

Gwynn Oak,  MD 21207

“For without a vision the people 
perish” —Proverbs 29:186

Service Times: 
Discipleship Class: 9:30 a.m.

Worship Experience: 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.
Apostle Etta Banks, Senior Pastor

“We all know that the biggest cosmo-
politan centers in the world today and in 
the history of the world, have been those 
with big libraries and that is because li-
braries allow us to maintain our history 
and also protect our future,” said Dele-
gate  Dr. Jay Jalisi. “As  we all know librar-
ies play a big role in the development of 
adults and children, having a good library 
means that education is being promoted 
in the area and in the district,” “I have of-
fer my support to the Baltimore county 
government for any funds they may need 
from the state government of Maryland 
for this kind of projects that  I will always 
be there to support them because it helps 
the community which lives here and has 
an elected member of this district, it is 
my responsibility to take care of any issue 
that the community may want and this is 
one of big ones.”

The project is funded through Balti-
more County’s capital budget in con-
junction with a $170,000 grant from 
the Maryland State Department of Ed-
ucation’s Division of Library Develop-
ment and Services. The library branch is 
scheduled to reopen this summer. 

LIBRARY
Continued from page 1

and Tim Regan, President and CEO of 
Whiting-Turner had a conversation on 
how they could make a favorable impact 
as they both shared during the February 
17th grand opening.  The conversation 
resulted into an 8400 square foot facility 
located at 2401 Liberty Heights Avenue in 
Baltimore City.

Butler said their goal is to work togeth-
er in a deep and meaningful way “to build 
community relationships that transcends 
race and class.” Butler stated that the mes-
sage for support in the community was 
“loud and clear” and all of the organiza-
tions applied their resources to make a 
difference. “We wouldn’t allow perfection 
to stand in the way of action,” Butler said. 
Other organizations believed in the mis-
sion and the concept and donated their 
time to bring TouchPoint into fruition.

“We both learned at an early age that 
with leadership comes great responsibili-
ty,” said Regan about himself and Butler.

Jackie Caldwell, president of the Great-
er Mondawmin Association greeted near-

ly 100 guests and dignitaries during the 
ceremony. “There are many things that 
makes TouchPoint special,” said Caldwell. 
“I’m glad to collaborate with people who 
care about the things I care about,” she 
said.

The leadership from the four non-profit 
organizations are Sarah Hemminger, CEO 
and Co-Founder of Thread, Fagan Har-
ris, President and CEO Baltimore Corps, 
Rodney Foxworth, CEO and Founder of 
Invested Impact and Joe Jones, President 
and CEO, Center for Urban Families. 
Each of the non-profits have satellite of-
fices and work stations at the brightly-lit 
location.

Other notables and invited guests in-
cluded, Tisha Edwards, Chief of Staff for 
Baltimore City Mayor Catherine E. Pugh, 
Bernard C. “Jack” Young, president of 
Baltimore City Council, Baltimore City 
Councilman, Leon F. Pinkett, III (District 
7), Kristin Jurkscheit, Manager at Balti-
more Corps, Rodney Oddoye, director of 
North East regional operations for BGE, 
Shawn Brown, regional sales manager for 
Strong Tower Security, Kimberly Ellis, 
Founder of Breaking Bread and Wendy C. 
Blackwell, founder of Unmasked, to name 
a few.

TOUCHPOINT
Continued from page 7
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Vincent Fuller II
NFL Team:  
   Tennessee Titans
Draft: 4th Round - 2005
Position: Safety
Years: 2005-2011
College: Virginia Tech
High School:  
   Woodlawn High
Hometown:  
   Baltimore, MD

Corey Fuller
NFL Teams:  
   Detroit Lions (2013-16)
   Saints (2016-Present)
Draft: 6th Round - 2013
Position: Wide Receiver
Years: 2013-present
College: Virginia Tech
High School:  
   Woodlawn High
Hometown:  
   Baltimore, MD

Kyle Fuller
NFL Team:  
  Chicago Bears
Draft: 1st Round - 2014
Position: Corner Back
Years: 2014-present
College: Virginia Tech
High School:  
   Mount Saint Joseph
Hometown:  
   Baltimore, MD

Kendall Fuller
NFL Team:  
  Washington Redskins
Draft: 3rd Round - 2016
Position: Corner Back
Years: 2016-Present
College: Virginia Tech
High School: Our Lady 
of Good Counsel
Hometown:  
   Baltimore, MD

ABOUT COACH FULLER
Educator, Athletic Administrator and Coach with 
hands- on experience successfully guiding  
student/athletes, as well as his own four sons  
at the youth, high school and collegiate level.   
Familiar with NCAA rules and regulations  
including Title IX and affirmative action/equal 
opportunity guidelines.

WHY SHOULD I ATTEND THIS SEMINAR
Parents and guardians, if you have a son or daugh-
ter that play a sport in high school or in the eighth 
grade getting ready to attend high school, with 
aspirations of playing a sport in college, you want 
to attend this free seminar.  If you need any kind of 
guidance this is a seminar you don’t want to miss.

COACH FULLER GOAL – MAKING SENSE  
OF THE NUANCES OF NCAA RULES
To provide accurate information, education, 
advice and guidance to high school and college 
student/athletes and their parents on issues 
related to NCAA Clearing House, Division I, II & 
III standards, Recruiting, Eligibility, Core Courses, 
Grade Point Average, SAT or ACT scores.  

In addition, I want to ease the stress for student/
athletes and their parents on how to navigate 
through the process armed with knowledge to 
make the best decision for their student/athlete 
and family.

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
• 8th grade student/athletes getting ready to 

attend high school.

• 9th, 10th & 11th grade student/athletes currently 
in high school.

• 12th grade student/athletes entering college as 
a freshman that want to play a college sport.

The Fuller Family Foundation, Inc.
Presents

Coach Fuller 2016-2017 NCAA College - Bound Student/Athlete Seminar

When: Saturday, March 25, 2017

Time: 9:30 am to 11:30 am

Where: Woodlawn Branch Library  
1811 Woodlawn Drive 
Woodlawn, MD 21207

females how many children they have 
given birth to, and how many are still 
living at that time. For those with ances-
tors born in the 1800s this is extremely 
useful. Also, for those who had ancestors 
who may have been enslaved, the ques-
tion regarding year and month of birth 
can be extremely useful.

Although the census is a critical record 
set to use for genealogy, there are some 
challenges with the census as well.

1. There is no 1890 census. Actually 
there was a census taken that year, 
however, in 1923 there was a major 
fire in Kansas City Missouri, where 
the census records had been stored. 
Most of the damage from the fire 
destroyed most of the 1890 census. 
Note that fragments of the 1890 cen-
sus do exist for Alabama, District of 
Columbia, Georgia, Illinois, Minne-
sota, New Jersey, New  York, North 
Carolina, South Dakota and Texas.

2. For African American families 
there is the “brick wall” of 1870. 
That is the first year in which fam-
ilies that were once held as slaves 
are listed in the census by names. 
This is usually described as a “brick 
wall”, they will not appear by name 
in the 1860 census, or earlier years. 
However, if they were free before the 
Civil War, then the researcher will 
be able to continue with 1860 census 
records and continue the research. 

3. Women and children were not list-
ed in the census before 1850. The 
only time women were mentioned 
was if they were widowed and were 
at that time the head of the house-
hold. Children were not mentioned 
by name.

4. Prior to 1870 families with Native 
American ancestors were not reg-
ularly enumerated in the federal 
census. In later years, special census 
enumerations did include Native 
Americans more regularly.

5. From one census year to the next, 

the data is not always consistent. 
Ages may vary, and in many cases 
surnames are spelled many ways. 
Therefore it is critical that research-
ers are flexible in their research 
methods.

Finding Census Records
There are two options for finding cen-

sus records. 
The first option is to use the conve-

nient digitized records found online. 
Family Search, (www.familysearch.org) 
is the website offered by the Mormon 
Church. Because of their commitment 
to family history, their website is free of 
charge to all, and it contains all census 
records from 1940 back to 1790.  Ances-
try (www.ancestry.com) also offers cen-
sus records, but access is through a paid 
subscription.

The second option is to use the re-
sources at public libraries. Libraries in 
Baltimore County, offer free access to 
Ancestry, so that can be another way to 
access subscription sites. Also note that 
Enoch Pratt Free Library in downtown 

Baltimore also offers microfilmed cop-
ies of census records. Although there is 
an option to bypass microfilm in favor 
of digitized records, it is still useful to 
explore the census records they way they 
were originally captured. Microfilmed 
records reflect the original census re-
cords copied from the books from which 
the microfilm was made.

So, as you begin the process of doc-
umenting the family in the census, take 
time to explore the family’s history. As a 
guide, blank census forms are available 
from the National Archives website that 
will allow you to study the small col-
umns in the forms and will allow you to 
analyze much of the data reflecting the 
family’s rich history. 

So think of a person in the family who 
was living in 1940, type in their name 
on one of the sites mentioned above, and 
see what they and the family were doing. 
You will have begun the process of doc-
umenting the family’s narrative and will 
embark upon a new adventure in geneal-
ogy research.

FAMILY TREE
Continued from page 7
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Catonsville Branch Events
Llama Llama Character Visit
Ages 2 to 5 with adult
Meet Llama Llama. Join us as we share 
books, stories and songs!
Saturday, March 4, 11 a.m.

Spring Equinox Astronomy Night 
All ages – children under 8 with adult
Learn about this astronomical event and the 
change of seasons.
Monday, March 20, 7:30 p.m.

Family Coding Camp 
Family – children under 8 with adult
A two-week workshop designed for the 
whole family to do simple coding with 
Scratch and Makey Makey. This workshop 
is designed for parents and kids to learn 
and have fun together over the course of 
four sessions. One registration required 
per family.
Tuesday, March 21, 6 p.m.
Thursday, March 23, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March 28, 6 p.m.
Thursday, March 30, 6 p.m.

Claymation Video Making
Ages 6 to 12 – children under 8 with adult
Use clay to make a video using stop motion 
animation. Participants work with others to 
create short video sequences. Registration 
required. 
Saturday, March 25, 2 p.m.

Owings Mills Branch 
Events
First Tuesday Book Club 
Adult
Join us for a lively discussion of Sweetbitter 
by Stephanie Danler.
Tuesday, March 7, 7 p.m.

Digital Media Workshop
Adult
Discover the best digital painting tools and 
learn how to use them to create beautiful 
works of art using your own photographs. 
Participants need to bring a device; pref-
erably iPhones and iPads. Space is limited. 
Tickets are given out 30 minutes before 
program.
Thursday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.

Starting a Vegetable Garden
Adult
Master Gardeners teach beginners how 
to start a vegetable garden, including site 
selection, soil preparation and how to grow 
some of the easiest and most popular 
vegetables. No experience necessary.
Monday, March 13, 6:30 p.m.

Professor Mike’s Magic and  
Science Show
All ages – children under 8 with adult
Enjoy a fun combination of science demon-
strations with magic, juggling and comedy.
Thursday, March 16, 6:30 p.m.

Traditional Irish Music
All ages – children under 8 with adult
Celebrate Irish American Heritage Month by  
listening to traditional Irish music.
Saturday, March 18, 10 a.m.

Meet the Author: Maggie D. Brace
All ages – children under 8 with adult
Delve into the myths, legends and art of an-
cient Ireland as author Maggie D. Brace sheds 
light on the Irish folk hero Finn MacCool. 
Learn more about this magical character as 
short excerpts are read from her book and 
discussed. Book sales and signings available.
Owings Mills Children’s Programming Room
Saturday, March 18, 11 a.m.

Children’s Songs from Latin America
All ages – children under 8 with adult
Sing along to songs from Latin America in 
this bilingual, interactive program.
Saturday, March 18, 2 p.m.

Yoga Story Time
Ages 5 to 7 with adult
Learn about and practice some basic yoga. 
Tickets are given out 30 minutes program 
at the Children’s Programming Room on the 
first floor. Space is limited.
Thursday, March 23, 6:30 p.m.

Stories with Miss Janet
Ages 2 to 5 with adult
Join Miss Janet for stories, songs and 
activities.
Monday, March 27, 11 a.m.

Vegetable Gardening:  
Beyond the Basics
Adult

Taught by Master Gardeners, the class 
reviews good vegetable gardening 
fundamentals and provides guidance for 
success with favorite crops and maintaining 
a healthy garden. Topics such as pest and 
disease management and crop rotation are 
introduced. Prerequisite: “Starting a Vege-
table Garden” or some vegetable gardening 
experience. Registration required.
Monday, March 27, 6:30 p.m.

Upcycled Bracelets
Adult
Join us for some crafty and creative fun 
making upcycled bracelets. Space is limited. 
Tickets are given out 30 minutes before 
program.
Tuesday, March 28, 7 p.m.

Trivia Night
Adult
Have fun and compete to win prizes with 
other trivia aficionados.
Thursday, March 30, 7 p.m.

Next month’s book club title is: The Last 
Summer at Chelsea Beach by Pam Jenoff

Pikesville Branch Events
Pajama Story Time
Ages 2 to 5 with adult
Put on your PJs and bring a bedtime pal for 
stories and songs. 
Tuesday, March 7, 6:30 p.m.

Poets Society of Pikesville
Adult
Love poetry? Want to be heard? Come 
explore poetry and discover how to write 
your own.
* Pikesville Meeting Room
Sunday, March 5, 2 p.m.  

Pop-Up Cinema: Books to Movies
Adult
A showing of a literary adaptation, with 
discussion to follow. Contact branch for title 
and rating.
Monday, March 20, 6 p.m.

Pikesville Book Club
Adult
Join us for a lively discussion of Moonglow 
by Michael Chabon.
Wednesday, March 22, 7 p.m.

Thursday Night Craft Club
Ages 10 and up
A different craft each time. All materials 
provided. Tickets given out 30 minutes 
before program.
Thursday, March 23, 7 p.m.

Woodlawn Branch Events
Open Mic with Woodlawn High 
Poetry Club
Teen
Join us for an open mic session. Bring your 
favorite poetry, or your own work, and share 
in a relaxed atmosphere with other poets.
Wednesday, March 1, 7 p.m.

Drumfest!
All ages – children under 8 with adult
A hands-on, multicultural drumming expe-
rience for people of all ages that promotes 
a rhythm-based, art-integrated approach to 
core learning.
Saturday, March 4, 2 p.m.

Record Expungement
Adult
Expungement is the removal of records from 
public inspection. Disability Rights Maryland 
(DRM) may be able to help expunge court and 
police records for clients who are eligible for 
Supplemental Security Income (SSI) or Social 
Security Disability Income (SSDI) benefits 
and for whom a criminal record is a barrier to 
employment. DRM staff will have an informa-
tional table in the branch to confirm benefit 
status and investigate criminal history to 
determine eligibility for expungement. Please 
bring your SSI or SSDI award letter. The 
process can take up to three to six months to 
expunge a criminal record. DRM’s services 
are free for this project.
Monday, March 6, 12:30 p.m.

Dating and Marital Violence  
Education Group
Adult
Run by Family and Children’s Services of Cen-
tral Maryland, this group is of no cost and is 
open to women survivors ages 18 and older. 
Develop safety plans, learn about domestic 
violence myths and facts, explore self-care 
tactics and form an awareness of relationship 
violence red flags. Meets every Tuesday at 
6 p.m. If men or individuals under 18 years 

old are interested in an education group, call 
410-281-1334 for additional services.
Tuesday, March 7, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March 14, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March 21, 6 p.m.
Tuesday, March 28, 6 p.m.

The Amazing Race: The Atlantic 
Slave Trade Through the Pages of 
Book Art
All ages – children under 8 with adult
In the form of traditional and contempo-
rary bookmaking, box making and paper 
crafting, this exhibition chronicles certain 
aspects of the transatlantic slave trade 
experience from its beginnings in Africa to 
its early years in the Americas. It serves 
as both a contemporary art display and as 
an educational tool. Join us at 1 p.m. for 
an artist talk and Q&A session with Martha 
Edgerton. Some items, including catalog and 
hand-made book art, will be available for 
sale during the exhibition.
Saturday, March 11, 10 a.m.

Woodlawn Makers
Ages 8 and up
Be a part of a new monthly program where 
we highlight a different group of maker 
tools at your branch, show you how they’re 
used and you have free time to play and 
create. Most projects go home with you! 
Registration suggested.
Saturday, March 18, 2 p.m.

Job Readiness Workshops  
Information Sessions
Adult
Job seekers who wish to participate in 
April’s Job Readiness Workshops are 
encouraged to attend this introductory 
intake session in order to fill out paperwork, 
complete a preliminary assessment, learn 
about the workshops, and register for the 
series. Session One: 9:30 a.m. Session Two: 
11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, March 28, 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

Every Child Ready to Read Caregiver 
Presentation
Adult
Early literacy begins at birth. Learn about 
the five practices that help your birth to 
5-year-old child get ready to read.
Thursday, March 30, 7 p.m.

Highlighted Events at Baltimore County  
Public Library Branches

January 2017
1. No Man’s Land 

David Baldacci
2. Night School: A Jack Reacher Novel 

Lee Child
3. The Wrong Side of Goodbye 

Michael Connelly
4. Cross the Line 

James Patterson
5. Sleeping Beauty Killer 

Mary Higgins Clark

6. Turbo Twenty Three 
Janet Evanovich

7. Missing: A Private Novel 
James Patterson

8. Chaos 
Patricia Cornwell

9. small great things 
Jodi Picoult

10. Bullseye 
James Patterson

Baltimore County Public Library Current Top Circulating Titles
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Woodlawn Villager 
Restaurant Guide

Monaghan’s Pub
2121 Gwynn Oak Avenue - Baltimore, Maryland 21207

410-944-3311
Dine-In or Carry-Out

Appetizers            Cold Sandwiches       Burgers
Soup and Chili      Hot Sandwiches        Platters
Salads                 Hot & Cold Subs       Dessert

Ask About Our Catering and Party Trays
Call Ahead 410-944-3311 For Fast Carry-Out

or
Fax Your Order 410-944-3137

Maryland’s Best Spanish Latin  
American Restaurant

Restaurant • Carryout • Catering
6644 Security Blvd, Woodlawn, MD 21207

410-265-5552
Hours: Sun-Thurs 10am to 9pm 

 Fri & Sat 10am to 10pm
Eatsalsagrill.com •  Salsagrill@msn.com

YOUR AD COULD  
BE HERE

Contact us for Details

443.226.1173
WoodlawnVillager@ 

Gmail.com

High School Sports Injuries
By: Carla L. Matthews, MHSA, M.ED, 

Orthopedic Specialist  
Johns Hopkins University –  

School of Medicine 
Department of Orthopedic Surgery  

and Sports Medicine

Every year, millions of teenagers partic-
ipate in high school sports. An injury to 
a high school athlete can be a significant 
disappointment for the teen, the family, 
and the coaches. The pressure to play can 
lead to decisions that may lead to addi-
tional injury with long-term effects. High 
school sports injuries can cause problems 
that require surgery as an adult, and may 
lead to arthritis later in life. When a sports 
injury occurs, it is important to quickly 
seek proper treatment. To ensure the best 
possible recovery, athletes, coaches, and 
parents must follow safe guidelines for re-
turning to the game.

Teenage athletes are injured at about 
the same rate as professional athletes, but 
injuries that affect high school athletes 
are often different from those that affect 

adult athletes. This is largely because high 
school athletes are often still growing. 
Growth is generally uneven: Bones grow 
first, which pulls at tight muscles and ten-
dons. This uneven growth pattern makes 
younger athletes more susceptible to mus-
cle, tendon, and growth plate injuries.

Types of High School Sports Injuries
Injuries among young athletes fall into 

two basic categories: overuse injuries 
and acute injuries. Both types include 
injuries to the soft tissues (muscles and 
ligaments) and bones. Here are just a few 
to become familiar with. 

Acute Injuries - Acute injuries are 
caused by a sud-
den trauma. Ex-
amples of trauma 
include collisions 
with obstacles on 
the field or be-
tween players. 
Common acute injuries among young 
athletes include contusions (bruises), 
sprains (a partial or complete tear of a 

ligament), strains (a partial or complete 
tear of a muscle or tendon), and frac-
tures.

Overuse Inju-
ries - Not all in-
juries are caused 
by a single, sud-
den twist, fall, or 
collision. Over-
use injuries occur 
gradually over 
time, when an athletic activity is repeat-
ed so often, parts of the body do not have 
enough time to heal between playing.

Growth Plate Injuries - Growth plates 
are areas of developing cartilage tissue 
near the ends of long bones. When a 
child becomes full-grown, the growth 
plates harden into solid bone. Because 
growth plates are the last portion of 
bones to harden (ossify), they are vul-
nerable to fracture. Growth plates regu-
late and help determine the length and 
shape of adult bone, therefore, injuries to 
the growth plate can result in disturbanc-
es to bone growth and bone deformity.

Prompt Medical Attention
Whether an injury is acute or due to 

overuse, a high school athlete who devel-
ops a symptom that persists or that affects 
his or her athletic performance should be 
examined by a doctor. Untreated injuries 
could lead to permanent damage or dis-
ability. Some athletes may downplay their 
symptoms in order to continue playing. 
Coaches and parents should be aware of 
the more common signs of injury, such 
as pain with activity, changes in form or 
technique, pain at night, and decreased 
interest in practice. Some athletes may 
downplay their symptoms in order to 
continue playing. Coaches and parents 
should be aware of the more common 
signs of injury, such as pain with activi-
ty, changes in form or technique, pain at 
night, and decreased interest in practice.

Prevention
Many high school sports injuries can 

be prevented through proper condi-

Your Orthopedic Connection

SPORTS INJURIES 
Continued on page 15
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Listed in the photo from left to right are: Business Department Chair, Stephanie Law-
rence,  Deontae’ Holmes, Jade Matthews, Mone’t Jenkins, Ahmed Milton, Ebony Jeffe-
ries-Moore, and Amanda Chuong, and Principal,  Kyria Joseph.  Ahmed Milton, a varsity 
basketball scholar athlete, exceled by receiving the highest score on the exam (907 out of 
1000).

Check out our Woodlawn Villager Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/WVillager/?fref=ts

School News

Students Receive 
Microsoft  

Certification
Students from the Business Admin-

istration and Management magnet 
program in grade 11 are given the op-
portunity to become Microsoft Office 
Specialist, or MOS certified in Word, Ex-
cel, PowerPoint and Access. Six students 
received their first certifications in Mic-
rosoft Word.

In addition to preparing the students to 
earn their Microsoft certifications,  Ms. 
Lawrence has also extended that learning 
to the entire school community. She is pic-
tured here giving staff members informa-
tion about the certification process on the 
first day of her staff certification class. 

each other, he would not be a bone mar-
row transplant match. The search con-
tinued.

Celebrating 16 years of marriage this 
summer, Trent serves as his wife’s care-
giver. Trent cleans and drains the Hick-
man Port that is inserted into the left side 
of her body and is used to administer 
chemotherapy and other medications.

A collaboration between Vincent 
and the DMV Warriors basketball team 
planned a bone marrow drive on behalf 
of Geneau Thames at the February 5th 
game at Woodlawn High School. 

The leadership of DMV Warriors set 
the pace and are now the newest regis-
trants of the Be the Match Bone Mar-
row Program. Players and the team’s 
owner Andre Vaughn, president Frank 
Jones and head coach Kevin English all 
participated in the bone marrow drive. 
Coach English’s aunt perished from can-
cer which was his motivation to support 
the cause and help someone in need. “It 
would be a blessing to be selected and 
help to save someone’s life,” said English 
who earned his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in biology and science from Bowie 
State University.

“If you’re a participant, you may save 
someone’s life and that’s where we all 
stand,” said DMV Warriors President 
Frank Jones. 

DMV Warriors player and Baltimore 
City resident Tyrell Crowell was inspired 
to be part of the registry when the ini-
tiative was presented. Crowell said he 
understands the critical need of a bone 
marrow transplant and being able to 
help. “If I am a match or not, it’s the sat-
isfaction of being in a position to help 
someone,” said Crowell who was adopt-
ed and raised by his grandmother when 
he was six months old. “I just want to be 

able to give the same feeling to someone 
else,” he said.   

For Brian Smith, a DMV Warriors bas-
ketball player calls it a “blessing” to be 
part of the bone marrow drive. “Imagine 
if it was your loved one or someone close 
to you,” he said. “We have to be proactive 
and not reactive,” said Smith.

According to statistics, thousands of 
people with blood cancers like leuke-
mia, lymphoma, sickle cell anemia and 
other life-threatening diseases, depend 
on a bone marrow or cord blood trans-
plant for treatment. Although there are 
millions of people on the Be the Match 
registry who are prepared to donate the 
cells needed for transplants for patients, 
there still is a need for donors – especial-
ly in the African American community. 
The chances for a patient to find a genet-
ic match is determined by those of sim-
ilar ethnic or racial ancestry. Identifying 
racial and ethnic diversity in the registry 
is vital to finding matches for all patients 
in need, particularly for people of color.

Blood borne diseases like sickle cell 
anemia and leukemia Bone marrow 
transplant in the African American 
community is at a disproportionate rate, 
in comparison to other ethnicities. Afri-
can American are the least likely to find 
one perfect or suitable match in compar-
ison to other ethnic groups according 
to www.BlackBoneMarrow.com. Blacks 
have a 76% of having a partial match and 
a 21% perfect match in contrast to oth-
er groups: Whites have a 97% chance of 
having a partial match and 75% perfect 
match. Chinese have an 88% chance of 
having a partial match and a 41% chance 
of having a perfect match.

“There’s a lot education that needs to 
be done in regards to bone marrow,” said 
Mr. Thames. In spite of the malady that’s 
plaguing her body, Trent said his wife ex-
ercises daily and feels great.

For more information about coordi-
nating a bone marrow drive, log onto 
www.BlackBoneMarrow.com or www.
BeTheMatch.org

BONE MARROW
Continued from page 6
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Wrestling 
Coach of 
the Year

Congratulations to Coach Roys-
ter on his selection as the Nation-
al Federation of High Schools 
(NFHS) “Boys Wrestling Coach 
of the Year Award,” for the state of 
Maryland!

National Signing Day
During the 2017 National Signing Day,  former first round Buffalo Bills draft pick 

Aaron Maybin served as the Milford Mill Academy keynote speaker as five Millers 
signed their letters of intent. We have Darrien LaBoo and J’Quane Harris both on Full 
Scholarship going to University Of Charleston (West Virginia), Shawntay Thomas on 
Full Finical Aid going to Gannon University (PA), Marcel Allen (preferred walk-on) 
going to Towson University (Baltimore), one going to Albright College (PA), Tyrese 
“Big Show” Davis Full Scholarship going to Garden City Community College (#1 
Junior College in the Nation, Kansas).   Milford Mill Varsity Football Head Coach,   
Reginald White, Sr. is a Milford alum and he has led the Milford team for 15 years.  
Each year, Coach White has had the honor witnessing several of his players receive 
scholarships on National Signing Day. 

Left to right: National Letter of Intent Signees, Shawntey Thomas-Gannon University, 
Shamar Harrison-Albright College, Tyrese Davis-Garden City Community College, Marcel 
Allen-Towson University, Darrien LaBoo-University of Charlesston, and J’Quane Harris-Uni-
versity of Charleston.
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Check out our Woodlawn  
Villager Facebook page
www.facebook.com/WVillager/?fref=ts

Milford Mill Scholarship Winners

Congratulations to Milford Senior, Tyson Nguyen, above left, for his acceptance to Goucher 
College with a $76,000 scholarship!

Congratulations to Milford Mill Senior Christian Johnson, above right, on his acceptances 
to: Hartwick College with a $120,000 scholarship; a $54,000 4 year Oyaron Scholarship to 
Hofstra University; a 4 year $64,000 scholarship to New York Institute of Technology; and a 
4 year $86,000 scholarship to Pace University!

Wallace Bolden, Designer of the NFL 
mobile app featured on Verizon

The Marine Corps JROTC program 
at Milford Mill believes in exposing its 
cadets to opportunities, experiences, 
and influential people that exist be-
yond the walls of the high school. On 
February 21st . Wallace Bolden   de-
signer of the NFL mobile app featured 
on Verizon phones and tablets visited 
with some of the cadets to talk about 
his successes, challenges, and lessons 
learned.  As a Baltimorean, Baltimore 
Polytechnic Institute, and University 
of Maryland graduate Wallace Bolden 
is dedicated to giving back to his city.   
Sharing knowledge with the youth is 
just a one of the ways he does that.

Throughout his talk with the cadet 
Wallace Bolden reinforced the impor-
tance of continually investing your 

time to   improve yourself   through 
classes, workshops, and reading.   He 
went on to inform the cadets of the 
importance of maintaining and creat-
ing relationships with influential peo-
ple in your school,  community, place 
of employment , and government.   
In addition, Mr. Bolden stressed the 
need to be strategic and responsible 
with your financial resources.  The ca-
dets shared in a 90 minute engaging 
conversation where Wallace shared 
pictures of himself with NFL stars 
such as Dallas Cowboys hall of famer 
Michael Irvin, and Detroit Lions Bar-
ry Sanders.  In the end the cadets left 
with golden nuggets of wisdom they 
could use and share with others.

Cadet Nana Sallh , Cadet Rashard Smith, Cadet Wallace Bolden, Cadet Jaela Davis, 
Cadet Jordan Sewell-Carpenter

Major Luke Wright, Cadet Nana Sallh, Cadet Rashard Smith, Cadet Wallace Bolden, 
Cadet Jaela Davis, Cadet Jordan Sewell-Carpenter, Cadet Domilola Kehinde, Cadet 
Mercedes Davis, Cadet Malik Jackson , Devon Wilson,  Antonio Covington.

The Motivation:
Q: I believe in order to achieve true 

greatness, an individual has to have a 
competitive fire that burns on high con-
tinuously. To be the best, anything less 
that success must be unacceptable. Were 
these traits evident in Nyjari during her 
early years?

A: She started winning and went to 
AAU Jr Olympics her 1st year! However, 
she didn’t win a medal and was devas-
tated. That’s when, while screaming and 
crying, she told us, ‘I’m never running 
again without winning a medal”, and 
she hasn’t. She’s won 2-3 medals every Jr. 
Olympics since (except the year she had 
a cast on her foot…she only won 1 that 
year) and has broken several records in 
the process.

The Reward:
Q: I feel as though many high achievers 

have this internal desire to give back—al-
beit to society as a whole or those who 
they feel helped them grow and develop. 
It’s cyclical in a sense. Do you see any of 
that in Nyjari?

A: My mom followed my track ca-
reer back in the 80’s and over the last 11 
years, has rarely missed a track meet of 
the girls. She travels everywhere with us 
and Nyjari always gives her medals to 
“Grandma” to wear during her meets. 

My husband and I are so proud of her 
accomplishments. Nyjari is way better 
than I ever was, and as a parent that’s 
what you pray for.

Amen to that Mrs. Tonya. Amen, in-
deed.

Chad Ricardo
Columnist with The Woodlawn Villager
@RealChadRicardo

RICARDO REPORT
Continued from page 3
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tioning, training, and equipment. High 
school athletes require sport specific 
training to prevent injury. Many inju-
ries can be prevented with regular con-
ditioning that begins prior to the formal 
sports season. Injuries often occur when 
athletes suddenly increase the duration, 
intensity, or frequency of their activity. 
Young athletes who are out of shape at 
the start of the season should gradually 
increase activity levels and slowly build 
back up to a higher fitness level.

Information obtained through The 

Pediatric Orthopedic Society of North 
America (POSNA) is a group of board 
eligible/board certified orthopedic sur-
geons who have specialized training in 
the care of children’s musculoskeletal 
health. One of our goals is to continue to 
be the authoritative source for patients 
and families on children’s orthopedic 
conditions. 

Disclaimer:
(This column is only designed to give you a 

broad spectrum of common orthopedic inju-
ries. It should not be used as a diagnostic tool. 
You should always refer your pain and/or in-
juries to a board certified orthopedic physician 
for further evaluation.)

ORTHOPEDIC
Continued from page 11

FHS Teachers of 
the month

Franklin High School Faculty 
and Staff honored their teachers of 
the month at their faculty meeting 
on Monday, February 13, 2017, in 
the FHS Library. Teachers nomi-
nate colleagues for their exception-
al work, and the school Leadership 
Team reviews the nominations to 
select one “Teacher of the Month.”

Left to Right: Science Teacher Sarah 
Boruta, Theater Teacher Danny 
Hughes (winner), Social Studies 
Teacher Brierley Burdette. Photo: 
Kelly Boyd

Franklin High Girls Indoor Track 
Capture State Championship

Congratulations to the Girls Indoor 
Track team for Capturing the 2017 3A 
Maryland State Indoor Track Champi-
onship. This is their second State Cham-
pionship in three years. Congratulations 
also goes out to the Boys team that had a 
great meet finishing 14th out of 30 teams. 
Individual results below.

Girls 1st 73 over Urbana 66 and 
Northern 59
Tylar Colbert 2nd 55,2nd 300,1st 4x400
Nyjari McNeil 1st 500,1st 800,1st 4x400

Cameron Hinton 1st 300,2nd 500,1st 
4x400
Jasmine Johnson 3rd 4x800,1st 4x400
Suzanne Luthy 3rd 4x800,6th 800
Mckenzie Patrick 3rd 4x800
Briana Demarcy 3rd 4x800

Boys 14th with 16 points
Miles Hollimon 2nd 300,3rd 4x200
Fadhili Maina 3rd 4x200,6th 500
Malik Beverly 3rd 4x200
Assanti Kearney 3rd 4x200

Woodlawn Villager Featured 
Student Athletes of the Month  

FHS Girls Indoor Track Team

Champions Wanted!

Athletic Directors, Coaches, Teachers, Parents...
DO YOU KNOW AN OUTSTANDING ATHLETE?
Let us know today! The Woodlawn Villager wants to recog-
nize the athletic achievement of our former or present stu-
dent/athletes in our community. Please submit details on 
your student/athletes ability, high school, sport, athletic 
recognition, academic achievements, GPA and pictures 
to: woodlawnvillager@gmail.com.
Select candidates will be interviewed for special features
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